April 2025
Newsletter

Dear Thirsty 13" relatives and friends,

On the day of the last newsletter, June 11, 2024, | received an
email from colleague Andrew McKie in New Zealand, now retired
from the Red Cross. He emailed me a 1955 photo of Kia Ora. | found
a photo of Kia Ora in October 2023 at Maxwell AFB, and these are shared.

On September 12, | received an email from our colleague in New Caledonia, Marcel Claude,
and he attached a newspaper clipping about a passenger on our reef landing flight. This passenger
wrote an account of the reef landing. Excerpts are included herein providing additional details.

From November 5 to February 11, | tried to find relatives of 160 members. | was amazed to
reach relatives of 35 more members. The niece of Morris O. Bakken emailed me scans of two
letters. The granddaughter of airplane mechanic Homer G. Bowen mailed me a box of photos.

Seth P. Washburne, Squadron Historian
April 19, 2025
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1. Additional History
a. 1942: Reef Landing Additional Details

The book The Thirsty 13", on page 172, and in Appendix 5 on
page 762, describes the reef landing when our C-47, returning from
Guadalcanal, could not find New Hebrides and landed on a coral reef
northwest of New Caledonia. The article at right, from newspaper
The Advertiser in Lexington, Mississippi, states Vernon M. “Billy”
Floyd (1918-2000), a Navy Pharmacist Mate, was on that flight and
was recommended for promotion or decoration for his actions.

The first paragraph states he was “the moving spirit at all times for
the entire group, at the same time taking care of the sick and injured.”
The second paragraph states “At the request of many of his friends,
‘Billy’ has given us his ‘report of forced landing.”” It was surprising
to find another account of the reef landing. Many details are the same
as in the book, but Floyd provides some helpful new details:

. He made a still with a gallon can, presumably full of sea water
which would be heated to boiling, and set a pipe above it to
collect and condense the steam to water, but it was not needed.
. Big rains on the third and seventh days provided ample water.
. “We had been sitting on top of the plane [not the wing]. If you ever tried to sleep on a ball
or the top of a barrel you may get an idea of what we had to contend with.”
. “At low tide there was 3' of water (in the plane), and 7' at high tide.”
. “Not being able to shave didn’t bother me, but doing without
toothbrush and paste for ten days did become very irritating.”
. “On the afternoon of the eighth day, one of the happiest days of my
life, we were discovered by two Army planes.”

. “All hands were so happy
that they were jumping all
over the plane and swim-
ming in the water. One man
lost his billfold with $75 in
it [equal to $1,447 today]
and thought nothing of it.”
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b. 1942-1944: Auckland Officer Rest Area Kia Ora

The book The Thirsty 13™, on page 303, describes a house in Auckland, New Zealand, where
our officers went on rest leave. Background on this is that it was owned by the New Zealand Red
Cross, and the American Red Cross leased this as early as December 19, 1942,

Nurse Evelyn Firth in Auckland realized in 1914 that nursing facilities would be needed for
injured men returning home from World War I. She was made Lady Superintendent of the Epsom
Nursing Division of the St. John Ambulance Brigade and recruited nurses through the Red Cross.
She set up one recuperative nursing home in a former mansion at 2 Dommet Avenue. A similar
one was set up at Narrow Neck on the North Shore. Ms. Firth took care of soldiers suffering from
influenza at the Narrow Neck Camp. She caught influenza from them and died at 43 on November
13, 1918. A third facility was opened named for her, the Evelyn Firth Home, also called Kia Ora.

Kia Ora was located at the red peg in the map below. The
book From Fiji through the Philippines with the Thirteenth Air
Force has the watercolor painting of this at right.

On September 17, 2023, while trying to find our Los
Negros camp location, | reviewed Fifth Bombardment Group
files and found the photo below of Kia Ora during wartime.



On June 11, 2024, Andrew McKie in New Zealand emailed me the photo below of Kia Ora,
which looks southwest. This is from 1955. The gate and semi-circular driveway on the east
(left) side is in the photo above left. The building behind Kia Ora has a semi-circular window
area in 1955, expanded from the building on the left in the photo above right of 1942-43 pilot
Bergstrom. The pool was built in 1914, modified in 1954 and 2003.

In 1964, this was replaced by the White Heron Lodge. In
2007, the hotel was replaced by the White Heron Apartments, at
right (from Google Earth). Point Resolution Park is still there.

Some of the officers who went here are listed in Appendix A.



c. 1944: Letters from Morris Owen “Bob” Bakken, Radio Mechanic

Bakken, pictured at right, joined the 13" TCS at Pope Field, NC. He
was in radio repair. Troop carrier squadrons were authorized to have three
Radio Mechanics (MOS 754), with ranks of staff sergeant, sergeant, and
corporal, and he was the corporal, then the sergeant. In the image above
from squadron book Two Years c/o Postmaster, page 75, he is at Tontouta
Air Base in New Caledonia in September 1943, standing second.

On 10/26/43, Bakken moved to Espiritu Santo where he is pictured at
right, this photo is also in Two Years on page 57. On 9/2/44 he moved to
Los Negros, and on 10/25/44 to Biak. Bakken was born 2/13/1909, and
in February 1945 was 36 years old. On 3/21/45, he was granted a 90-day
furlough to the US, which was extended, and he was relieved in the U.S.

Bakken, wrote letters to his mother (born 1881), to his older sister
Elva (“Toots”) born 1906, who was the eldest of his siblings, to her hus-
band (Ren Aton), and to others. A letter to his sister 2/19/1944 and to
Ren 3/25/44 are below and are helpful. Highlights are in blue.

Bakken (Radio Repair, 7/42-3/45, letter 2/19/44 to sister): Dear
Toots, the mail has beeen good this week as | have had two letters from
both you and Mother, besides other letters.

I have been getting fast service, too, as | received your February 11
letter today, which makes for only eight days traveling time. Mother’s
last letter made that time also.

I hope that my letters come thru that fast, but Mother has been saying that they generally are
quite slow, however she said in her last letter that my Jan 31 letter reached her on Feb 4. So
that one made good time anyhow [4 days from New Hebrides to Minneapolis, Minnesota].

I’ve also received 3 letters containing clippings. Thank you a lot for the trouble.

It's possible for mail to make such good time but more often than not the mail gets left
behind because of other things with a greater priority. This shouldn’t be such a problem on the
west to east run, but expect that other things, too, are involved.

Just before sitting down here to write, | heard the finish-up of the “Hit Parade” [radio show].
For the first time | heard Frank Sinatra sing. | don’t think he’s so
hot, but then I guess men don’t go for him. [continued next page]
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I’m listening to another musical program and believe that | like it better. This is all coming
from San Francisco and is a rebroadcast on the short waves. We get quite a bit of good programs
from this station, KWIX. | usually find it hard to concentrate to write when the radio is on, but
tonight it doesn’t bother. [Roosevelt asked Wesley Isley Dumm to start two stations. The first
had his initials, KWID, and this second, in the same building, was KWIX. The tower still stands,
at right, south of Amador St. in San Francisco. It was one of 39 stations that broadcast for what
became Voice of America. After the war, KWIX was reassigned to a station in Columbia, Mo.]

I’m sorry to learn that the cold weather and poor hotels, etc., are getting you down. 1’ve
never experienced anything like this so wouldn’t know what it all means. Uncle Jake used to
talk about this so there really must be quite a problem, living.

Yesterday was my day off and | spent it as usual by washing clothes.

In the afternoon, an other fellow and myself hitched hiked to a navy PX for a taste of ice
cream. | hadn’t tasted any for a long time so it tasted quite good to me. Maybe I’ve been
missing something by not going down oftener.

Yes, I’m still brushing my teeth (once a day). I’ve used up all the tooth paste that I brought
overseas with me so I’m now on what | received for Xmas.

Our C.O. is gone on a flight so we thought that maybe our usual Saturday morning inspection
wouldn’t be held. Our luck didn’t hold as the adjutant held the inspection anyhow, but it was
quite light.

I’ll have to sign off now, so cheers. Br [Brother] Bob

Bakken (Radio Repair, 7/43-3/45, letter 3/25/44 to sister’s husband): Dear Ren, | received
your letter this week, along with three from Toots and two from Mother, so you can see | did all
right on the letter situation. Don’t condemn yoursell too much as a poor letter writer as | am that
way myself under more favorale circumstances.

| see you are working hard, not only on your duties of selling but on other things related to
your work. If your plans aren’t adopted, | hope at least you get a little credit for your efforts. Its
so discouraging otherwise, but then if the conscience is satisfied sometimes that is reward
enough.

| am glad to hear that you’ve received such encouraging news concerning your brother. Such
a fate as he got is a truly rugged state of affairs. | have never heard much good concerning Jap
prisoners, but then, while there’s life, there’s hope. 1I’d like very much to be able to get several
Japs for you, but the way it looks now, I’ll be lucky to even see one. I’m as far behind the front
line that it’s pitiful.

We have to put in two afternoons a week here now at some form of exercise. Swimming is
my choice as that is more desirbale than basketball, softball, and the other strenuous sports. Its
just too warm and humid here for such activities.

Yesterday afternoon was my last time that | took my exercise. We went to the beach and |
like this fine, as | find salt water is more easy to support one than the fresh variety. | can’t swim,
so try to amuse myself by just trying to.

One of [my] friends was helping me by holding me up by my waist and getting me to making
the strokes of swimming. He would then let me go and 1’d sink like a rock. He couldn’t
understand it but I could as that is the way it has been for years.

Tomorrow is my day off so will do my usual weekly washing. When | finish that, I would
like to ramble around a bit, but don’t think I’ll do any of that tomorrow.

If my friend can get off work we may go to the Navy PX for some ice cream in the afternoon.

Will have to sign off now so cheers.

B [Brother] Bob.




d. 1943-1945: Photos from Homer G. Bowen, Airplane Mechanic, 5/26/42-9/17/45

Bowen joined the 13" TCS in the U.S., took the ship to the South Pacific, and was at all of
our main camps - New Caledonia, New Hebrides, Biak and Dulag, and at all the air echelon
camps after PDG - Wakde, Los Negros, Noemfoor, as an Aircraft and Engine Mechanic. He was
on Flying Status from 9/26/43 until at least 7/20/45, flying missions in all the battle campaigns.

Bowen had the photo above of Lady Eve with a truck backed up to the cargo door to load or
unload it. The coral ground and trees look like Espiritu Santo’s Pekoa. The nose does not yet
have the star painted on in September 1943, so this is estimated from before mid-September 1943.

He had the photo below of Rambling Wreck, also with no nose star. Perhaps the pilot went
to Georgia Tech, which since 1895 had fight song Ramblin” Wreck, and from 1914-1928 had a
mechanical mascot Model T, from 1928-1932 a Model A, then a Ford V8, all similar to this image.



C-47 Col. Bud The First

Bowen had the photo above of the first C-47 named Col. Bud. This is estimated to be at
Espiritu Santo’s Pekoa Airfield. The nose is enlarged below left. It has an airplane symbol on
the nose, which the 63 TCS added to planes it maintained. Under the window, it has the name
of the 403" Troop Carrier Group Commanding Officer, Lt. Col. H. (Harry) J. (“Bud”) Sands, Jr.
The character is Mighty Mouse, with an MM on the leg in the image below right.

The book The Thirsty 13", on page 591, has a photo of a C-47 with the nose art below right,
Col. Bud Il. This was maintained by the 13" TCS. At that time, in 1945 at Biak, the C-47s had
field numbers on their noses, and this C-47 has #1. | wrote on that page that perhaps Col. Bud
the first was a P-38 which Col. Sands previously flew, but now we know it was this C-47.



At Biak, Bowen had the photo above left which seems to show a
smoothed, perhaps cement, sidewalk in front of the tents, on which to
walk along the parade ground to the showers. The second and third
photos are Bowen in front of his tent. The fence is the boundary
of the 403" camp, which has a new long building there. He is estimated to be in Tent C12.

At right, Bowen or a friend sits
on a Landing Vehicle Tracked, an
LVT, next to another. This is
estimated to be on Los Negros on
Manaus Island in the Admiralties
where the US used LVTs.

Below left is estimated to be at
Palawan in the Philippines.

The photo below right is estim-
ated to be where at left, NE of our
camp. The current view is below left.
This is the closest left-upsloping hill.

Thank you to Homer
Grady Bowen for all you
did in the Thirsty 13",



2. History-Related Activities
a. NARA Put 1943-1944 Morning Reports Online

In June 2019, I visited the National Personnel Records Center in Saint
Louis, part of the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA).
| photographed microfilm image of the 13" TCS’s morning reports. These
allowed me to a) get a full roster, and b) make a list of overnight flights.

On January 11, 2025, while doing a search, | noticed that the National
Archives has now put the 1943-1944 morning reports online.

If you want to see these for your relative go to the following link and
type his name in the search bar, in quotes, last name first, e.g., at left is for
Claude S. Hays. The results such as below will each be a 1000-page PDF.
Some results will tell you which page of these has the name. If the page
number is not provided, you may not want to go through all 1,000 pages.

https://catalog.archives.gov/search-within/85713825

b. XIII Air Depot Yearbook Scanned

On February 5, I received an email from a man in Philadelphia who thought
his dad may have been in the 13" TCS, because he worked on C-47s at New
Caledonia’s Tontouta Air Base. | determined he was in the Headquarters Squa-
dron of the Thirteenth Air Depot Group, and the 28" Depot Repair Squadron. |
ordered the book at right about the X111 Air Depot Group, which had his father’s
name in it. | scanned it and put a link on the Thirsty 13" website. | retyped the
284 names and addresses in the back so they would be clearer. Google crawled
over this, and a Google search on any of these names will show the book scan in
the results. 1 ordered the monthly reports and summarized what the 28" Depot
Repair Squadron did. It mostly repaired and modified B-25s.

This book had four helpful photos, below, in the order they appear.

. The 403" TCG HQ — from 7/27/43 to 9/15/43. They were next to the Air Depot HQ.

. Galant (ro) — Ford (cc), at right, in a photo | already had, and Galant landed at Tontouta
11/18/43 and were assigned to the 13" TCS but at the same time placed on Detached
Service to the depot. On 3/12 and 4/3/44, they were relieved and assigned to the depot.

. Eqgers (cc) and EB Johnston (ro) — they landed at Tontouta 11/19/1943 and were as-
signed to the 13" TCS. After 7 days, on 11/26/43, they were placed on detached service
to the 13" AD. On 4/3/44, they were relieved and assigned to this depot. It is good to
finally have photos of Galant, Eggers and Johnston, their names familiar to me for years.
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3. Members and Relatives
a. Removed 11 Men — Our New Total is 804 Members

On December 2, 2024, in a search for relatives of members, | noticed that Kime is listed on
morning reports June 15 and Sept 15, above, as attached from the 403" but not joined. He left
the US 7/26/43 and was overseas almost two years before attached to the 13" TCS, and so this
was not his main overseas unit, and it was more likely the 403", I removed him from our roster.

On 2/10/25, 1 connected for the first time with the son of glider mechanic Harold L. Francis.
The 403 order below left states he is relived from the 66" TCS, from which he was on Detached
Service to the 25" Liaison Squadron and is assigned to the 13" TCS. At the 13" TCS level, the
morning report below right lists men in four categories. Men underlined in green are assigned and
joined (*jd”). Those in red were already on detached service with the 25" and do not join us.
Attachment 4 is below left, and states “Their records are not present.” | removed from our roster
paragraph 2’s F/O Sloan, Pfc Gray, Pfc Tylutki (not shown here) and para. 4’s F/O Cohan and Pfc
Francis. | expect if they were present, and | asked them, they would say their unit was the 25" LS.

The five-man flight crew at right of Kirk, Kolkmeyer, —

Tangney, Ford, and Galant, after flying a C-47 to New Caledo-
nia, were assigned to us but placed on detached service with
the 13™ Air Depot and never joined us. The first 3, after dying
in a crash, are eulogized on the depot book’s page 5-6 and the
last two are in that book’s photos. Their unit was the 13" AD.

I removed these, too, to have only those who served in the 13™.

b. Found Start Dates for 156 Men who Joined in 1941-42

On February 10, while writing up Marks, and looking at a June 1942 roster, shown in part
below, | was surprised to notice in the last section that when there is a code 20, the next numbers
are the day, month, and year the man joined. For Marks, 27 6 2 means June 27, 1942. Previously
I knew he joined in June because he first appeared on the June roster, but now | have the date.

| found exact dates for 156 men who joined from 3/1/41 to 7/31/42. There were no rosters for
August or September 1942, so for the 48 men who joined then we know only their month.
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c. Reviewed 160 Members For Contacts

As shown in the table at right in the first N— =
column, as of 1/25/24 there were 160 members
for whom | had never contacted a relative (after removing the 11 on the prior page). These were:

. 52 members for whom | had sent a message through Ancestry.com or left a voicemail.

. 21 members for whom | could not contact a relative but had a name and planned to try again.

. 87 members for whom after 10+ tries it seemed very unlikely I would ever find a relative.

From 2015 until 2021, I searched for relatives usually from October to December but did not do
so in 2022 or 2023. | have wanted to try again, and did so for 3 months, November 5 to February 11.

| started with the 87 members who | had classified as “Very Unlikely” | would find a relative.
| was astounded to hear back from a relative for 16 in this category, move 51 to “Pending Reply,”
meaning | contacted someone, and leave only 20 in Very Unlikely. Next, I searched on the 21 in
Try Again. | heard back from 5 and left messages for 12, leaving only 4 in Try Again. This was
huge progress, to reduce the total 108 in Try Again and Very Unlikely to 25.

In January and February, | went over the 52 in Pending Reply. | heard back from 15, left 36 in
pending reply to a new message, and moved 1 to Very Unlikely, for the totals above in the last column.
For these 52 previously in Pending Reply, as shown at the bottom, | had sent Ancestry messages to 19.
These were still marked “Delivered,” and never changed to “Read,” as shown below. | had emailed 1
and left voice messages for 32.

The increase below in red of 47 in Pending Reply is 18 for
whom | found a number but don’t yet want to spend 6 hours each
writing up the member’s service, 13 for whom | left an Ancestry
message marked Delivered (not Read), 12 Ancestry messages
marked “Read,” 13 | texted, 4 | emailed, and | sent a letter to 2.
The number for whom the last contact was a voice mail fell 15.

Also, below in red, 30 of the 47 added to Pending Reply are
direct descendants of members, which with the prior 21 means 51
members have descendant | might find. For 48 members, the
contact is a nephew or niece or the descendant of one of these.

The 35 members for whom | found a relative are listed at
right. These start with Holbrook, who served in this unit for 4
years less one month. The shortest was Lamborn, for 16 days.

He and others who joined in late 1945 are still forever on the rolls,
as they were assigned to the 13" TCS and joined before October
31, 1945, when it was disbanded, and reformed. | could have
passed on finding relatives of these short-duration men but
wanted to provide their relatives with where their relative was.
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Latest Dashboard

The latest dashboard is at right, going
back to 11/24/23.

Birthdates declined by 11 for the 11 men
removed from the roster, and 1 for Joseph F.
O’Connor - while searching for his relatives
I realized | had the wrong one. Now one member is unidentified. Leonard R. Greene was
estimated, and | confirmed I have the right one.

Contacts increased by 29, being +35 for members in the table on the prior page for whom |
found a relative, +1 for Watland who contacted me in January 2024, less 7 because I had found
relatives of 7 of the 11 men | removed. Contacts are now at 680 of 804, 84.57%.

Death dates similarly decreased by 11 for the 11 men | removed, and 1 more for O’Connor,
but increased by 1 for Burder. | need 1 more for O’Connor, plus for 1 for Albert Arthur Fitzpat-
rick, b. 3/25/1925. He, in San Diego, and his daughter, previously in Monterey, can’t be found.

Resting places decreased by 5. David Levine used his step-father’s last name, Sandler,
during the war. | changed him in our roster from Sandler back to Levine. | found his cemetery
marker, with last name Levine. | found that Howard A. Shearer gave his body to the U of
Cincinnati Medical Center, and he does not have a marker. His dates are noted on a cemetery
website, but were wrong, having the dates for a Howard E. Shearer. | contacted the cemetery
January 25, and they corrected his dates. The decrease by 5 is +9 for Augustine, Burder,
Edelstein, Fernandez, Gallant, WG Hall, Hays, D. Levine, and H. Shearer, less 11 for the men
removed, less 2 for Wesley G. Holland and John Smith as I realized | had the wrong grave
locations for them, and less 1 for O’Connor. For Friedman, | learned his ashes are not in a
Memphis cemetery where he has a marker but instead were scattered off of Dana Point, Calif.

Find-a-Grave memorials decreased by 3, which is +8 for TJ Anderson, Cole, Edelstein,
Levine, Pogue, JT Wallace, Weaver, and DE Wilson, less 10 of the 11 removed, and less 1 for
Smith. I previously did not have a Find-a-Grave memorial for Wesley Holland or O’Connor.

4. Conclusions and Thanks

It was interesting to learn that in the reef landing some men slept on the curved top of the plane,
and that V.M. Floyd missed his toothbrush. Thank you, Marcel Claude, in New Caledonia, for
sharing that newspaper article.

It was good to see the 1955 aerial of Kia Ora. Thank you, Andrew McKie.

Bakken’s letters showed that mail could get from New Hebrides to Minneapolis in four days and
swimming was an approved exercise. Thank you to his niece for sharing these letters.

A BIG thank you to Bowen’s granddaughter, Krista, for sharing his photos from the squadron.

It was a thrill to reduce the number of members with no relatives contacted from 160 to 124, and
to reduce the number of members classified as Very Unlikely to find a relative from 87 to 21. | plan
to try again to reach the other 103, being 99 now in Pending Reply and 4 in Try Again.

With best wishes,
- Seth
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Appendix A: Some of the 1942-1944 Officers who went to Kia Ora for Rest Leave
This excludes copilots and navigators 10/42-8/43 when only the pilots’ names were recorded.






