


Introduction to Headquarters Squadron, Thirteenth Air Depot Group
by Seth P. Washburne, Historian for the 13" Troop Carrier Squadron, 2/14/25

1. This book does not have a copyright, so on 2/13/25 | scanned it and share it here.
Although it was printed privately, it could be considered a government publication.

2. This book has the eight sections at right.

. It starts with a 2-page poem about their only
aircraft loss, a crash described later.

. It has text in only the three sections in blue at
right, but in #5 the text is commendations, so it
has only two sections, three total pages of text.

. The photos appear to be all of New Caledonia.

. One can look at mountain outlines and try to
determine the camp location.

3. 1 did not scan blank pages. If one follows the
page numbers herein, some are missing, being
even-numbered pages before or after a new
section’s title page: 1, 2, 8, 10, 16, 22, 60, 62, 74,
76, 80, 94.

4. | retyped the Names and Addresses at the end, so
they can be recognized in an Internet search.

5. lindexed all the photos and added this to my retyped Names and Addresses at the end. |
include nine officers and three enlisted men who were not in the book’s Names and Addresses.

6. This book lists 21 officers and 263 enlisted men. The addresses exclude Kirk, Kolkmeyer,
and Tangney, who were assigned to the 13" Troop Carrier Squadron (13" TCS) and on
Detached Service to this air depot.

7. Inthe U.S., this unit was at Camp Stoneman at the same time as the 13" TCS. They took
U.S.S. Pennant to New Caledonia, in the came convoy as the 13" TCS. They arrived at
Nouméa, New Caledonia, on 11/22/42, the same day as the 13" TCS. The convoy path is
on the thirsty13th.com website, in newsletter #25 from December 2017, pages 2-4.

8. The commendations by page number, and source, and rearranged by date, are:
. 52-Air Medal to several officers, not named.
. 58-08/06/43, 42nd Bombardment Group, 65th Bombardment Sq — for modifying aircraft.
. 59-08/12/43, HQ USAF-In South Pacific Area — for modifying flame throwers.
. 54-10/20/43, 42nd Bombardment Group — for 72-hour modification of four B-25s.
. 55-12/18/43, Royal New Zealand Air Force — for cooperation in supply.
. 57-02/10/44, Major Glen A Kime, AF — for shipment and loading of rear echelon vehicles.
. 56-02/25/44, Navy 131 Aircraft Engine Overhaul Base — for use of facilities.



9. This page has several photos from this book which show
mountain outlines which help determine the location of this
camp. Above left is the view on Google Earth east of
Tontouta Air Base of a mountain range with three peaks. The
camp and baseball photos here, colorized, show this outline.
It was not possible to get lower on Google Earth to exactly
duplicate the outline, but one gets close.

In the image above left the mountain on the left has two peaks, and this kink is shown
below at the green arrow in a view east from Tontouta Air Base.



In this aerial image from April 24, 1943, the
prior page image of a formation is estimated to be
at the red arrow, on a road toward the mountain.
The ball field is estimated to have been in the flat
area north of this and the theater at the orange
arrow. The camp could be at the blue arrow.

At Tontouta Air Base, the Air Depot operated
out of hangars 2&1 at the yellow arrows at left, also
below in reverse order. At the bottom is hangar 2.



At right, Air Depot men work on machine
guns for at least two B-25s in the 13" Air
Depot hangar. (My photo colorization
program lends a blue tint.)

10. The Headquarters Group squadron

11.

had at least the following squadrons.
This book does not include all the
names of the men in these units, only
some of those also in the hqg sq. itself.

. 2"4 Aircraft Assembly Squadron,
. 7" Engine Overhaul Squadron,

. 13" Depot Supply Squadron,

. 13" Depot Repair Squadron,

. 28" Depot Repair Squadron.

Camps for these were likely nearby.

In the image at right, from the book,
the signs are enlarged below and are
for the 403" Troop Carrier Group and
the 13" Air Depot. The 403" arrived
and left for Espiritu Santo around
September 15, 1943. From the NOAA
Solar Calculator, and using a shadow
angle of 45°, this view is either SW at
10 a.m. or SE at 2 p.m. The location
has yet to be found.

The 13" Air Depot symbol is three
interlocked horseshoes.



12. Orders and Morning Reports. Army units typed up a Company Morning Report each
day, to get a count of how many men were in camp each night at midnight. These listed
who joined, who went on an overnight mission, who went to the hospital, who was sent
on temporary duty to another unit, and who was relieved or died. These are on micro-
film at the National Personnel Records Center (NPRC) on the north side of St. Louis.

Around January 1, 2025, the NPRC put their scans of the morning reports for roughly
1940 to 1944 online at: https://catalog.archives.gov/search-within/85713825. If one
searches on this for “Farnan Joseph F” for example, with no periods or commas, one
finds the morning report (among others) below left. One also finds the HQ 13" Air
Depot Group Special Order (SO) #70 below right.
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e, Missing Personmel:

(1) The following persommel of this organization were reported
"Missing" on 10 Jenuary 1944, when a depot airplame, C47A,
L2-23592 and carrying the neme "A Wing and a Prayer" was
unreported on a tramsport flight from Guadalesnal to Eapi:i‘bo
Santos in the New Hebrides.

13" Air Depot 2nd Lt. HOWARD C, KIRK JR. 0-67103, Pilot
y ‘| 2nd Lt., WILLIAM R. TANGNEY 0-814161 Navigator
Sgte. Donald S. Davenport 30166047 Radio Operator
Cpl, Archie J, Weskamp 17039981 Enpgineer

13. In Montgomery, Alabama, on Maxwell Air Force Base, the Air Force Historical Research
Agency (AFHRA) has the monthly reports for this depot and its squadrons. These are
mostly generic of gains and losses with one narrative paragraph, and sometimes photos.

14. The February 1944 Historical Report of the 13" Air Depot at Tontouta included the note
below that “a depot airplane,” #42-23592 was reported missing. It was named “A Wing
and a Prayer” after a popular 1943 song sung by Anne Shelton “Coming In on a Wing
and a Prayer” about a missing bomber hours overdue radioing in that “Though there’s
one motor gone, we can still carry on, coming in on a wing and a prayer.”

Kirk, Kolkmeyer and Tangney flew a C-47 from the US to New Caledonia, and were assigned
to the 13" Troop Carrier Squadron, which had moved to New Hebrides, but at the same time were
put on Detached Service to the 13" Air Depot so never joined the 13" TCS. Davenport and
Weskamp were of the 13" Air Depot. No passengers or cargo were noted to have been on board.

The 13" Troop Carrier Squadron Historical Report states they made an initial flight up to
Carney Field on Guadalcanal. On January 10, 1944: “They departed Carney Field [10 miles east
of Henderson Field] Guadalcanal at 6:40 a.m. for Espiritu Santo, and 2 %2 hours later, at 9:15
a.m., sent a message they were returning to Guadalcanal. They never returned.”

13" Air Depot radio operator Salamaca wrote to the father of Kirk in 1961 saying on that
morning he was at his squadron’s radio shack listening for transmissions, and heard radio
operator Davenport, also from his squadron, and who was his best friend, send a Q signal, a short
key stroke to represent longer words, of QMM, that meant “Standby, | have a message for you.”
Then Davenport’s key fluttered, as if the ship was out of control. Salamanca wrote the poem on
pages 5-6 to remember and honor his friend Davenport and the crew.

15. If you found any value in this PDF or my introduction, | would appreciate it if you
would please send me an email to let me know. Thank you.

Seth P. Washburne,. Historian for the 13" Troop Carrier Squadron, The Thirsty 13%"
5200 Meadowcreek Dr., Apt 2060

Dallas, TX 75248 February 17, 2025

(212) 289-1506
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oot Row: F. P. Nelms, J. W. Faulconer, T. M.
Hobbs, C. J. Turner, B. F. Houck, R. N. Wall.

coond Row: T. ]. Mortal, R. W. Behr, C. A. Hin ken,
R. C. Prater, C. L. Nowlin, J. H. Beck, R. A.
Todd, C. C. Dufhield.

Iverd Row: E. O. Campbell, C. F. Sennott, W. J.
Walker, P. A. Stewart, H. M. Anders, S. S.
Bakke, G. J. Jasck, W. E. Considine.

2 Row: S. E. Smith, G. J. Follmer, ]. T. Healy,
“ F. Herman.

cooond Row: G. B. Brockins, T. E. Trouton, A.
larullo, M. F. LoBiondo, T. S. Hansen, D. G.
sutz, D D. Merrill.

Toond Row: J. B. Qualls, R. A. Butterworth, R. S.
Sarnerr, J. T. Ingram, M. H. McKee, C. H.
“cCombs.

\

First Row: R. L. Nelligan, L. C. Owens, A. D.
Weiner, J. C. Steinke, M. J. Devanie, R. C. Foy.

Second Row: M. W. Lakin, D. F. Kresic, H. Reich,
K.S§. Spiekerman, M. G. Freeland, F. J. Murphy,
D. Keller.

Third Row: J. P. Jones, U. R. Mclntyre, P. F.
Themas, J. B. Mahaffey, R. P. Kirchman, P. J.
Behrens, D. R. Lee.
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First Row: F. W. Muench, H. W. Albert, R. M.
Moyer, J. H. Robinson, R. A. Baucum, W. E.
Riordan.

Second Row: W. O. Gross, A. Brodsky, J. P. Vin-
cent, G. C. Caniano, J. W. Martin, F. D. Rod-
gers, J. C. Scarpelli.

Third Row: J. A. Winston, G. M. Hall, R. I. Wood,
F. M. Sheridan, D. F. Schmidt, J. N. Rozsa,
E. Robinson.

First Row: W. S. Weatherford, J. H. Bauer, G. F.
Tennison, F. M. Newsom, R. A. Huffmaster,
H. W. Hinds.

Second Row: C. E. Maus, M. Farber, C. B. Roche, R.
F. Essner, R. C. Auth, J. A. Benullo, J. C. Willis.

Third Row: L. A. Long, J. E. Pena, J. W. Graham,
S. Levine, B. Allen, M. J. Piepiora, C. J. Menard.
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. G. G. Groves

- 1. L. Spring
3. C. P. Stewart

. E. R. Jones

. J. W. Graham
6. E. Bl. Duppler
7. R. A. Todd
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1. M. Farber

2. J. N. Jobson

3. J. N. Rozsa

4. R. C. Prater

5. G. Behary

6. F. J. Murphy
E. O. Campbell

|

!
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