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Introduction to Headquarters Squadron, Thirteenth Air Depot Group 
by Seth P. Washburne, Historian for the 13th Troop Carrier Squadron, 2/14/25 

 
1. This book does not have a copyright, so on 2/13/25 I scanned it and share it here.  

Although it was printed privately, it could be considered a government publication. 
 

2. This book has the eight sections at right. 
 It starts with a 2-page poem about their only 

aircraft loss, a crash described later.   
 It has text in only the three sections in blue at 

right, but in #5 the text is commendations, so it 
has only two sections, three total pages of text. 

 The photos appear to be all of New Caledonia. 
 One can look at mountain outlines and try to 

determine the camp location.     
 

3. I did not scan blank pages.  If one follows the 
page numbers herein, some are missing, being 
even-numbered pages before or after a new 
section’s title page:  1, 2, 8, 10, 16, 22, 60, 62, 74, 
76, 80, 94. 
 

4. I retyped the Names and Addresses at the end, so 
they can be recognized in an Internet search. 
 

5. I indexed all the photos and added this to my retyped Names and Addresses at the end.  I 
include nine officers and three enlisted men who were not in the book’s Names and Addresses.   
 

6. This book lists 21 officers and 263 enlisted men.  The addresses exclude Kirk, Kolkmeyer, 
and Tangney, who were assigned to the 13th Troop Carrier Squadron (13th TCS) and on 
Detached Service to this air depot.   
 

7. In the U.S., this unit was at Camp Stoneman at the same time as the 13th TCS.  They took 
U.S.S. Pennant to New Caledonia, in the came convoy as the 13th TCS.  They arrived at 
Nouméa, New Caledonia, on 11/22/42, the same day as the 13th TCS.  The convoy path is 
on the thirsty13th.com website, in newsletter #25 from December 2017, pages 2-4.  
 

8. The commendations by page number, and source, and rearranged by date, are: 
 52-Air Medal to several officers, not named. 
 58-08/06/43, 42nd Bombardment Group, 65th Bombardment Sq – for modifying aircraft. 
 59-08/12/43, HQ USAF-In South Pacific Area – for modifying flame throwers. 
 54-10/20/43, 42nd Bombardment Group – for 72-hour modification of four B-25s. 
 55-12/18/43, Royal New Zealand Air Force – for cooperation in supply. 
 57-02/10/44, Major Glen A Kime, AF – for shipment and loading of rear echelon vehicles. 
 56-02/25/44, Navy 131 Aircraft Engine Overhaul Base – for use of facilities.  
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9. This page has several photos from this book which show 
mountain outlines which help determine the location of this 
camp.  Above left is the view on Google Earth east of 
Tontouta Air Base of a mountain range with three peaks.  The 
camp and baseball photos here, colorized, show this outline.  
It was not possible to get lower on Google Earth to exactly 
duplicate the outline, but one gets close.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the image above left the mountain on the left has two peaks, and this kink is shown 
below at the green arrow in a view east from Tontouta Air Base. 
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In this aerial image from April 24, 1943, the 
prior page image of a formation is estimated to be 
at the red arrow, on a road toward the mountain.  
The ball field is estimated to have been in the flat 
area north of this and the theater at the orange 
arrow.  The camp could be at the blue arrow. 

 
At Tontouta Air Base, the Air Depot operated 

out of hangars 2&1 at the yellow arrows at left, also 
below in reverse order.  At the bottom is hangar 2. 
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At right, Air Depot men work on machine 
guns for at least two B-25s in the 13th Air 
Depot hangar.  (My photo colorization 
program lends a blue tint.) 

 
10. The Headquarters Group squadron 

had at least the following squadrons.  
This book does not include all the 
names of the men in these units, only 
some of those also in the hq sq. itself. 
  

 2nd Aircraft Assembly Squadron, 
 7th Engine Overhaul Squadron, 
 13th Depot Supply Squadron, 
 13th Depot Repair Squadron, 
 28th Depot Repair Squadron. 
 
Camps for these were likely nearby. 
 

11. In the image at right, from the book, 
the signs are enlarged below and are 
for the 403rd Troop Carrier Group and 
the 13th Air Depot. The 403rd arrived 
and left for Espiritu Santo around 
September 15, 1943.  From the NOAA 
Solar Calculator, and using a shadow 
angle of 45°, this view is either SW at 
10 a.m. or SE at 2 p.m.  The location 
has yet to be found.   

The 13th Air Depot symbol is three 
interlocked horseshoes. 
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12. Orders and Morning Reports.  Army units typed up a Company Morning Report each 
day, to get a count of how many men were in camp each night at midnight.  These listed 
who joined, who went on an overnight mission, who went to the hospital, who was sent 
on temporary duty to another unit, and who was relieved or died.  These are on micro-
film at the National Personnel Records Center (NPRC) on the north side of St. Louis. 
 
Around January 1, 2025, the NPRC put their scans of the morning reports for roughly 
1940 to 1944 online at:  https://catalog.archives.gov/search-within/85713825.  If one 
searches on this for “Farnan Joseph F” for example, with no periods or commas, one 
finds the morning report (among others) below left.  One also finds the HQ 13th Air 
Depot Group Special Order (SO) #70 below right.   
 

When viewing the NPRC site, one can click an arrow 
to go forward or back pages.  One can download the files.  
They are TIFs so can be 17MB.  I open them in Microsoft 
Paint and store them as JPEGs.  These identify which 
other units were part of the 13th Air Depot.  This book 
does not include the names of John Q. Adams, below left, 
or Potvin, Herbig, and others on the order below.    
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13. In Montgomery, Alabama, on Maxwell Air Force Base, the Air Force Historical Research 
Agency (AFHRA) has the monthly reports for this depot and its squadrons.  These are 
mostly generic of gains and losses with one narrative paragraph, and sometimes photos. 
 

14. The February 1944 Historical Report of the 13th Air Depot at Tontouta included the note 
below that “a depot airplane,” #42-23592 was reported missing.  It was named “A Wing 
and a Prayer” after a popular 1943 song sung by Anne Shelton “Coming In on a Wing 
and a Prayer” about a missing bomber hours overdue radioing in that “Though there’s 
one motor gone, we can still carry on, coming in on a wing and a prayer.”   

 
Kirk, Kolkmeyer and Tangney flew a C-47 from the US to New Caledonia, and were assigned 

to the 13th Troop Carrier Squadron, which had moved to New Hebrides, but at the same time were 
put on Detached Service to the 13th Air Depot so never joined the 13th TCS.  Davenport and 
Weskamp were of the 13th Air Depot.  No passengers or cargo were noted to have been on board. 

 
The 13th Troop Carrier Squadron Historical Report states they made an initial flight up to 

Carney Field on Guadalcanal.  On January 10, 1944:  “They departed Carney Field [10 miles east 
of Henderson Field] Guadalcanal at 6:40 a.m. for Espiritu Santo, and 2 ½ hours later, at 9:15 
a.m., sent a message they were returning to Guadalcanal.  They never returned.”   

 
13th Air Depot radio operator Salamaca wrote to the father of Kirk in 1961 saying on that 

morning he was at his squadron’s radio shack listening for transmissions, and heard radio 
operator Davenport, also from his squadron, and who was his best friend, send a Q signal, a short 
key stroke to represent longer words, of QMM, that meant “Standby, I have a message for you.”  
Then Davenport’s key fluttered, as if the ship was out of control.  Salamanca wrote the poem on 
pages 5-6 to remember and honor his friend Davenport and the crew.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15.  If you found any value in this PDF or my introduction, I would appreciate it if you 
would please send me an email to let me know.  Thank you. 

 
Seth P.  Washburne,. Historian for the 13th Troop Carrier Squadron, The Thirsty 13th  
5200 Meadowcreek Dr., Apt 2060 
Dallas, TX  75248     February 17, 2025 
(212) 289-1506  

13th Air Depot 
February 1944 Note: 



DEPOT HEADQUARTERS 



I Have a Message for You 
For the Crew of the " Wing and a Pra yer " 

Pfc. Jack Salamanca 

A t San Cri sto bal they turned back
T he island of St. Chr istopher 
(Christo pher, th e Saint, Pro tecto r of t ravellers) 

le was far fro m the big farm h ouses and the co rnfield s 
And the wind w ith the clean, bitter smell of alfa lfa 
That came off th e pra ir ies in Ind ian Summ er 
In Ne braska. 

A long way from the warm ni ghts and the remembered sta rs 
And th e soun d of the surf 
On the Cali fo rni a sho re. 

What was it h appened, K irk , the pilo t? 
What was it happened to your bi g h ea lthy hand s? 
Was it the g rey thund erheads ca me in 
Like an imals in a dream 
Over the dar k ca nnibal sea? 

What was it h appened, Kol kmeyer, with the chin boy's fac e? 
( Not lon g pas t did I see you lea n th ro ugh the bulkhead door , g rinnin g; 
Tell ·em to h ave sa ndwiches ready when ,ve get in , and a deck of ca rd s) 

Wh at was it h appened, Tangney, the Navigator? 
You w ith the quiet good-na tu re. 
W as there nothi ng but ra in in th e d r ift-sight? 
Did yo u ra p with th e cal ipers and wo nder w here the stars had gone? 

What was it happened, Bull Weskamp, 
To the bi g g rey animal yo u nursed and mend ed? 
Did sh e shud der and sli p and spin? 
What happened to yo ur red-h eaded wo man , Bull Weska mp? 

Wha t was it h appened , Don Davenport? 
Wha t was it you wanted to tell 
When the di als and meters spun 
And th e key mad e a fri ghtened sputter 
Wh en yo ur Jong, sure hand stopped spea ki ng the letters in M orse:> 

Li sten ing, we heard on ly 
The call-letters and the code signal: QM M: 
I h ave a message fo r you . 
T h en the fri ghtened sputter of t he key. 
The las t thi ng yo u sa id to us: 
· ·I have a message fo r yo u. ' ' 

We have your message, Don Davenport, 
T here: a re no wo rd s to say over. 
There was no time to send words. 
But we have your message . 
W e will remember it fo r a lo ng tim e. 
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You will always be walking here in the Squadron 
Under the Niaouli trees 
With yo ur long , slow walk . 
The grass skirt you brought from the Islands, it is hung on the wa ll 
Over the place where your bunk was. 
The telegraph wires we strung between our huts , they are still there 
We will not take them down. 

We will remember your message for a long time. 
We will remember for you the things you served so qui etl y. 
The things in the photographs you sh owed us : 

The people with clean, common faces, on the lawn in fro nt of yo ur house. 
A girl with a thin dark face and soft hair and small hand s. 
And how yo u could smell the moist, warm smell of h er ha ir 
And feel the frail , small bones of her wrist and finger s 
When you held her hand and sat on the front steps, 
Watching the little girls play hop-scotch on the sid ewalks, 
Watching the boys kick a foo tball in the street. 
The cold fog and the lobster boa ts and the grey coast-rocks 
Of Carmel-by-the-Sea. 
The quiet streets and the smell of supper from apartment windows 
In your dea r City of the Angels. 

Listen , you, in America. 
You in hi s own city, 
Where the mad children ki ll in the streets 
For the shape of their trousers. 
You, in the great cities , Detroit , New York , 
Where Americans of the two races stab and plunder . 
You, in Pennsylvan ia, 
Where the workers riot and the factor ies close. 
You, in Washington, 
Where a bickerin g and divided Congress yelps and stammers. 
You, of our own Army, in the h ome bases, 
Where the vain and corrupt military offic ials chea t and kill. 
Listen , you, in America. 
They are calling you . 
They h ave a message for you : 

Everybody in McCook, Nebraska knew Bull Weskamp . 
Everybody remembers a long-legged boy with a w ide face and a slow g rin . 
He came into town in the evenings and talked in the grocery store. 
Talked about the land , how it smelled good after rain , 
How things grew in it. 
There was a girl he used to meet in front of the movie house. 
Th ere was a pool room and a bowling alley, where he told jokes. 
There was a juke-joint where he sa t in the summertime 
And drank call glasses of pa le, cold beer . 

There are women in our country named Kirk and Kol km eyer and Tangney . 
I have a message for yo u from the men you loved. 
America , in your far-away, bitter carnival , 
Scop and tun e your radio , and tun e your hearts , 

"I have a message for yo u." 



Introduction 
_NROSS all our lives has been thrown a trench , the crench of War . le will always in our cime 

be che dividing line between cwo ways of life : cl1ac of a World ac Peace and chac of a World 

ac War. That there shall again be a World of Peace, none can doubt. We will one day return to 

normalcy, thus there will be no n_eed for any reminder of this way of life . Time will erase many 

of our memories of the years of War , soften some and clarify ochers. This pictorial record will 
keep alive our memories and associations of che War years. 

No pictures are necessary to refresh our memories of recruit days . Perhaps ic is best there 

are none to mirror the fears and confusion of chose days . The sadistic sergeants and corporals, 

whom we would gladly have sentenced to the tortures of the Inquisition, time has already made 

ridiculous. Our fears and confusion passed with the transition from Civilian to Soldier. 
Our story and our Army life begin , for most, from che dace of activation, January 28, 1942 

ac Duncan Field , Texas. Here was che crucible inco which was poured the raw materials and from 
which was moulded the Headquarters Squadron, 13th Air Depoe Group; here was evolved the 
paccern chat made the organization. The onerous details, che dry runs, the continuous alerts, all 
became significant as part of the pattern to make che unit ready for the task ahead. 

___.-? The departure from Duncan Field for Camp Stoneman on September 28, 1942 did not occasio~ 
any regrets- a new phase in the paccern had commenced. Who will forget the journey across our ( 
land, its endless prairies, its deserts, che grandeur and majesty of its mountains? The size of our 
councry became apparent to many for the first time . California, October 2, 1942: We became inti
ma tely acquainced with its mouncains which quickly lost their grandeur as we march over one 
with full field pack . Lee there be no picture of chis- the years will add to the height of the moun
tains and to the length and hardships of che marches. 

The Service Records say, "Departed Concinencal U.S . from SFPOE aboard U.S. S. Pennant, 
ovember 3, 1942, arrived New Caledonia, November 22, 1942." The Service Records do not tell 

of our emotions on passing under the Golden Gate Bridge, of che San Francisco skyline fading in 
the distance, of the Danish sailors , of che narrow bunks , of being seasick, of the endless ocean. 
Nor will they tell of crap games, of crossing the International Date Line on November 12, 1942, 
nor of King Neptune's Court. Nor will they tell of a comradeship born of a I:!otherhood-in-Arms . 
These are part of our memories. 

Memories we do have, bur memories are, at times , an illusion. They exaggerate or they 
belittle. Thus, there is pictured in these pages the permanent record of our accomplishments, 
the scenes and evencs chat became our life. Here are the scenes of our new environment, the moun
tains, the rivers , the native villages , the foliage of this tropical isle . Here is the record of our 
work and our play, here are our workshops and hangars , our basketball court and baseball diamond. 
Here is the record of thac which we built, here is the transition from training to doing, the cran
sicion from pup cents and pyramidal cents in an open field co an orderly community of hucmencs, 
mess halls and buildings. Here is the evidence of our accomplishments co dace , April, 1944. This 
is not che end-, che War is noc over. There must be a concinuacion of our endeavours of our com
munity of purpose. As for che future: 

There was che door to which I found no key; 
There was che veil through which I might not see. 

May it be as rich in accomplishments and comradeship as has been the past. 
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MAX H. WARREN 

j 
\\ "ILLI AM .). T HOM AS 

, 

DEPOT COMMANDERS 

HAR VEY \\I . PROSSE R .M ATTHEW BAIRD 

SQUADRON COMMANDERS 

RAYMOND E. CARLETON BURTON F. BRISTOW 

SQUADRON OFFICERS 

First 1?.ou': R. P. Bollinger, C. W. 
Potter, H . H . Hammel, R. F. 
Hug hes, J. A. Paterson. 

Second Row: 0. W . Stewart, E . W . 

Dakin, E. J. Maher, T. F. Car
roll, W. J. Thomas. 

T hird Ron': C. Rosen, T. Pricket t, J. 
J. Jackson, E. F. Case, F. M. 
Read, J. A. Doyle 
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Fm: Rou : M . .J efferson, E. E. Wi ggi ns, G. T. Myers, 
:\ E. Derbv, H. R. Barreu, C. D . Larim ore, .). Stanley. 

Second Rott•: J. A. Vessels, A. Dange las, E. J. Marek, 
G . G . Gro ves, C. W. E . Adcock, .J. .J. 0du rski, J. J 
\ "e rhulsr. 

T hird R ote: 0 . L. Zappe, S. F. Parker, E. T. Gallo vva y, 
J. L. Teagarden, R. G . Keilholtz, C. L. Sele y, I. L. 
S1°ring, F. A. Maruca. 
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first Roil': R. E. Reece, C. Steidl, C. R . Moshe;, 
T . C. Chi lders, G. A. Aydinian, W. R. Libbey . 

Second R ow: J. T. Reed, R. . Moody, C. F. Munn, 
R. W. Austing, J. D . Castillo, C. H . Davidson, 
S. E . Tomaza k. 

T hird Row: F. W. Gray, D . A. Reid,]. E. Watkin ,, 
E . R . Meyer, F. W. Krul ich, G. Behary, M. E. 
Brown. 

First R ott·: C. A. Broo ks, W. 0. Witt, W. H. Black
burn, E. H . Duppler, L. G. Potter, L. C. Lane. 

Second Ro1u: 0 . H . Lewis, H . L. Wheeler, R . D. 
Whitac re, J. A. Deversc, E. R. . Jones, F. M . 
Ve rn on. 

T hird R ow: A. L. Bane, F. P. Thomas, J. Baird, 
H. E. McKinley, C. A. Boothe, D. H . Bridges , 
P. T. Wright 
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[:ir.rr Rou,; W. S. Weatherford, I. H. Bauer, G. F.

Tenr-tisort, F. M. Neu'soln, R. A. Hulllll,rster,

H. W. Hinds.

Second. Rotr; C. E. Maus, M. Farber, C. B. Rochc, R.

F. Essner, R. C. Auth,.J. A. t3enLrllt)'.J C Willis.

Th)ilRau; L A. Long,J. E. Pena,J. W. Graharn,

S. Levirre, B. Aller.r, M. J. Piepior", C ,l Menarcl .

t l"r
J, 

.\

y:J
1

I"ir.tr llott'; F. W. !itrcnch, H. W. Albert, R. M.

Nlover, J. H. Rol.insotl, R. A. Ilaucr-rm, W. E.

Riord ar.r.

.lecrnttl Rou'; W. O. Gross, A. Rroclskv',J. P. \'in-
ccr.rt, G. C. Canrar.ro, ,|. W. Martin, F. D. Rocl-

gers,.l. C. Scarltlli.

Thirtl Rrnt'.',J. A. Winston, G. lM Hall, R. L Woocl,

F. M. Sheridan, D. F. Schnriclr, .J . N Rozsa,

[]. Ro['rir.rson.
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1. G . H . McKinley 

2_ J. R. Ryan 

3_ w. R . Libbey 

4_ F. L. Simm ons 

s. M. W. Lakin 

6_ T. M . Hobbs 

G. T. Myers 

J. H. Roe 

J. W. Faulconer 

7_ J. A. Wins ton 
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I G. G. Grovcs

2 I L. Snlin g
tra

3. C. I). Srcn'art

"1. I:. il . ,Jones

) ,]. U'. Grah:rm

6. I:. LI. Dup1.lg1

7 R. A. l'odcl
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1. C. D. Larimore 
2. S. E. Tomczak 
3. R. J. Bixman 
4. H. Reich 
S. D. F. Kresie 
6. F. M . Sheridan 
7. F. W. hruli ch 
8. M. E. Brown 
9. C. L. Selby 

Page 26 



1. J. L. Teagarden 

C. C. Duffield 

2. E . B. J ohnston 

3 J. T. Reed 

4. C. A. Boothe 

s. J. Sranley 

6. L. C. Lane 
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. ,l ,1manca 1. J. R S· l· 

2. M. B. Holbrook 

3· J. H . Beck 

4· J. J. Verhul st 

S. J. C. Willis 

. . at lllS 6. J E W k . 



1. C. L. Nowlin 

2. C. E. Mekowitz 

3. W. E. Considine 

4. J. H. Robinson 

S. C. R . Mosher 

6. D. E . Schm idt 

7. J. W. Marcin 

8. R. A. Baucum 
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1. J.P. Yincenc 

2. W. A. Cornell 

3. C. C. Duffield 

4. E. J. Marek 

s. F. M. Newsom 

6. A. D. Weiner 

7_ R. M. Moyer 



1. W. S W 2. • eacherford 
J. G. Scarpelli 

· · 1nken 3 CA H . 

4. K. S S • · p1 ekerm ' 
S. J B an . . Mahaffey 

6. DR L · · ee 
7. R. W BI · e 1r 

8. W H 0 9 J . . srerh olcz 
.. A . Benullo 
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1. C. Steidl 

2. F. P. Thomas 

R. Whitacre 

3. C.H. Rind 

4. L. Ford 

S. C. E. Maus 

6. H. W. Hinds 

7. R. Huffmaster 

8. F. D. Rodgers 

9. F. P. Nelms 



1 .< 

· J. A . Deverse 
2· F . W . Muench 

3- P. W . Crim 
R . I. Wood 

4-J. P . J ones 
S. F. M. Vernon 
6- J. Baird 
7 E · · R . M eyer 
8. M. J. Devanie 
9· W. E . Riord an 
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1. H. L. Wheeler 

2. D. H. Bridges 

3. C. B. Roche 

4. P. A. Stewart 

S. E. A. Knobbe 

6. Ordnance Section 

7. P . T. Wright 



1. J E. Pena 

2. H . E . McKinley 

3. G. C. Cani ano 

M. J. Devanie 

4. R . P. Kirchman 

S. B. F. Houck 

6. G . M . Hall 

7. R . E . Reece 
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1. W. C. Jen nings 

E. Wroblewski 

2. L. G. lae ccer 

3. W. J. Walker 

4. R. Moody 

S. E. T. Galloway 

6. J. A. Vessels 

7. J. E. Steinke 

8. E . E. Wiggins 



1. R. G. Keilhol cz 
2. D. Keller 
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